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D. — ^I regret to find, my young friend, that you are still 
unmlliDg to submit tout ovm judgment to the infallible 
interpretation of the Church ? 

W. — I siud at the. banning, sir, that I would hear 
Christ's teaching in his Church. But holy Scripture, my 
rvASOn, and my senses, all assive me tbatTransobstantiation 
is not the doctrine of the true Church of Christ. There- 
fore, I cannot condnde that Transnbstantiation is true, be- 
cause the Church of Borne imposes it as a matter necessary 
to be believed ; but rather, being convinced that it is false, 
I am persuaded that the Church of Bome teaches not as 
Chri^does in this matter. 

D. — You refer to the Holy Scripture ; but I have not 
heard you bring forward any argument from it against 
Transubstantiation. 

W. — May I ask you what are the sacramental elements 
«fter consecration by the priest ? 

D. — The bread is changed into the body of Christ ; the 
wine is changed into the blood of Christ, really and sub- 
tantially. 

W. — Can they be afterwarils strictly called bread and 
wine? 

D — Undoubtedly not. 

W. — But our Lord Jesus Christ calls the wine after con- 
secration the fruit of the vine (&f att. xxvi. 29)— i e., iotn« 
atill. It is plain, then, that he did not know of the change 
which is called Transubstantiation. Nor did St. Paul ; 
for that apostle calls the corUecrated bread simply "this 
bread." — 1 Cor. xi. 26. What Roman Catholic priest 
now would speak of the consecrated host as bread? if so, he 
adored bread when he consecrated it, which yon repudiate. 

D St. Paul, and even onr Blessed Lord, may have 

spoken so in accommodation to the senses and common 
perception. 

W. — That is, yon allow a figure when the bread of the 
sacrament is caUed bread, or the wine, wine; but no 
figure at all when the bread is called the body of Christ, 
and the wine or the cup the blood of Christ ? 

I>. — Always remember, William, that we have the un- 
■written word as our farther guide. You are too confident 
in interpreting the written word by your private judgment. 

W. — In this case, I have not only the tiordsofHoly 
Scripture to satisfy me that the consecrated bread is still 
bread, and the wine, wine ; but my senses also combine to 
assure me of the same ; and, lastly, reason satisfies me with 
the clearest evidence that the contrary is impossible. 

n. — I have not leisure at present to follow up this argu- 
ment further. Good morning to you. When you are less 
confident in your own opinion, I shall be glad to talk 
fiirther with you. 

W. — Giood morning, sir, I assure yon I am quite open 
to conviction, if yon will only satisfy me that your doctrine 
ii that taught by Jesus Christ and his apostles. If you 
cannot do that, I rest upon what my reason and senses, as 
well as God's revealed Word, join in teaching me. Farewell. 



T^VLK OP THE BOAD.— NO. XXX. 

" Jem, it beats all this time," said Pat, when they next 
met on the road lately. 

*' What's in it now, Pat ?" said Jem. 

" Well, if the Pope is anything at all, he's a greater 
man than ever I thought he was," said Pat. 

" What's his greatntis now, Pat," said Jem. 

" Sure, Jem," said Pat, " the Pope has got the Blessed 
Virgin Mary under his thumb (that's if it's true), and 
just orders her about, and lays out the work for her 
wherever he pleases, just as the bishop would with a 
curate." 

" Why, how can that be, Pat," said Jem ; " isn't she 
the Queen of Heaven ? and wasn't a new crow^n put on 
her in heaven last December, when it was found out, 
at last, that she was conceived without sin ? and, if she 
is greater now in heaven than she ever was afore, won't 
the Pope have to take his orders^om her, instead of 
going to use her like a young ctirate just out of May- 
nooth.'' 

" Well, Joni, I wonder you are that innocent," said 
Pat ; '■ sure, wasn't it the Pope that put the new 
honour on her, and put the new crown on her head ; and, 
if he could do that to her, why wouldn't she have to 
serve hiui better, and work for him more nor ever she 
did?" 

"Well, Pat, there's reason in that sure enough," said 
Jem ; " but what has the Pope put on her now ?" 

"Well, Jem,"saidPat, "surelgotthcloanof the Tablet 
"^wspaper,* and there's the whole story, how the Bishop 
of Meath had a meeting of a hundred of his clergy, on 
Saturday, the 2l8t of July, to tell them the news; and 
sure here's the paper for yourself, just to read what he 
told them." •' ^ •• ^ 

So Pat pulled out the piper out of his pocket, and i 
Jem read— 

" His lordship called the attention of the clergy to a 
communication, under date the 11th of February of the 
present year, which he had had the honour of receiv- 
Zf.I^-^^,^°^y ^ ^"'1 "» ''Wch the Holy Father 
r,7^lr"^'°"*'y pleased, in compUance with hb lordship's 
numble supplication, to declare the Blessed Virgin 
mwv SKO tttulo immaodata eoHceptimia" (Jem had to 
VfU this part of it), "to be henceforth a special 

• Julj- J8, pige 472. 



PATRONESS for theDiocese of Meath. His lordship, there- 
fore, instructed the clergy to make known to their 
flocks the benign condescension of the Holy Father in 
conferring this high privilege on the diocese to wliich 
they belonged, and also to excite the ardour of their 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin, under the illustrious title 
of the immaculate conception." 

"Well, what do you think of that, Jem?" said Pat. 

So Jem looked back at it again, and considered ; and 
Jem said, " The Bishop of Meath got the start of them, 
anyway ; sure it was about Christmai we heard it was 
found out that the Blessed Virgin was conceived with- 
out sin ; and on the I Ith of February the job was done, 
and the Blessed Virgin, conceived without sin, was set 
down for the Diocese of Meath ; that was looking sharp, 
anyway," said Jem. 

" Quick work, sure enough," said Pat ; " but the 
bishop was in no hurry to tell the news, when he kept 
the letter fire months in his pocket afore ever he said 
a word about it." 

" How come Ae tobe the first ?" said Jem, consider- 
ing. 

" Well, he took the notion afore any other bishop," 
said Pat ; " and mighty sharp it was." 

"Wait a minute, Pat," said Jem ; " I wonder is St. 
Patrick in heaven." 

" WeU, if he isn't, who is ?" said Pat. 

" And why but he asked first, when he had the 
start, and was on the spot ?" said Jem ; " and wouldn't 
he ask for his own old Diocese of Armagh ? I 
wonder, now, does the saints in heaven intercede 
for the like of them things ? But I'm thinking, 
now, maybe St. Patrick is at the back of the hills in 
heaven ; for sure the Protestants say he was a Protes- 
tant, and maybe knew nothing about the immaculate 
conception ; 'cause why, it wasn't found out in his time ; 
and then how would he get the start about ' Me illustri- 
ous title of the immaculate conception V Wouldn't he 
be just ashamed to go to ask the Blessed Virgin any 
favour about it, and he knowing that he never said one 
word for it, good or bad, in all liis life ? And sure I 
often think it's little we hear of St. Patrick now, and 
that little getting less every day ; why, the Catholics 
seem to think they have got beyond him entirely ; so 
maybe it wouldn't be any good his asking now." 

" Why, man alive," said Pat, " don't you see the job 
wasn't done in heaven at all, but only at Rome ?" 

" Well, that makes it plain*," said Jem ; " sure the 
bishop would get the start there afore St. Patrick. But I 
wonder M the Queen of Heaven under orders at Some? 
Sure that isn't like being the Queen of Heaven at all ! 
Wouldn't they have to take their orders from her?" 

"Aye ; but if it was the Pope that made her the Queen 
of Heaven 1" said Pat. 

" Well, that doesn't stand to reason," said Jem ; " sure 
only God himself could make her the Queen of Heaven. 
And if He made her queen, would she be under the Pope's 
orders to mn here and there whenever he bid her, to do 
whatever work he would layout for her? Maybe it's to 
Botany Bay he will be sending her next. But what if it 
isn't the Pope that's setting her to mind Mc^th at all ! 
What if it is herself, and that the Pope only tells what she 
is going to do herself? Sure that would be the great 
thing for the Diocese of Meath entirely." 

" It would be the fine thing for them that lets lodgings," 
said Pat ; " sure the lodging money should be higher nor 
at the salt water itself; why, wouldn't all Irdand be 
coming into Meath, the way they would have the Blessed 
Virgin herself to look after them. But it is my opinion, 
Jem, that the never a word was said to the Blessed Virgin 
about it, neither ' by your leave, nor with your leave.' " 

" Weil, Pat," said Jem, "sure the Pope couldn't have the 
face to go to put the Blessed Vir^n to watch one diocese 
more nor another, without saying one word to herself 
about it. Sure doesn't the scapukr say that the Blessed 
Virgin appeared to Simon Stock? And isn't there stories 
about her appearing to the Pope ? And who knows but 
she come to the Pope, or the Pope went and axed her, 
and she said she was going to mind the Diocese of Meath 
herself." 

"Not a bit of it, Jem," said Pat; "sure if Popes 
could talk to the Blessed Virgin that way, wouldn't she 
have told some of them, afore this, that she was con- 
ceived without sinV And more foreby, Jem, it's plain 
the Pope didn't say not one word to her afore he put the 
Diocese of Meath on her." 

" And how is that plain, Pat," said Jem. 

"Why isn't it here, in this newspaper," said Pat; 
" doesn't the bishop say that it was the Holy Father 
that conferred this privilege on the Diocese of Meath? 
And the bishop didn't say, nor the Pope didn't say to 
him, that the Blessed Virgin said, it herself; Eiad if she 
said one wQrd to them about it herself, sure it's not that 
they would forget to teU." 

" Well, but Pat," said Jem, " sure they might say the 
Blessed Virgin said it herself, whether she did or not." 

" True for you, Jem," said Pat, " they might say that, 
as well as a deal more they do say ; but then they didn't 
think of saving it. Sure if they went to do the job them- 
selves, vrithout ever axing the Blessed Virgin a word 
about it, or without a notion in their heads to ax her, 
why then they might never think of saying that she said 
it herself; but if she had come to say it herself, that 



couldn't be forgot, and they would be sure enough to tell 
it. So now you see Jem how it is ; the bishop and the' 
Pope just got it up between themselves; and they didn't 
think one bit about the Blessed Virgin that same time, 
not even enough to see that it would be only decent (6 
tell a lie about her ; that's what it is, Jem ; and it was 
the great mistake entirely for them to make." 

" Bat maybe, Pat," said Jem, " when the Pope haa 
made the Blessed Virgin the special patroness of the 
Diocese of Meath, maybe shejust hasn't one hand's turn to 
do for it more than she had afore ; and then sure the 
Pope wouldn't have to go to ask her at all afore he put 
it on her, for it wouldn't make any difiTerence to her, and 
so the Pope might do what he liked.*' 

" And isn't that the pretty humbug to put on the 
Diocese of Meath," said Pat ; " cocking them up vdth a 
fine name as empty as a sucked egg. And if people am't 
one bit the better for having the Blessed Virgin for their 
SPECLAL patroness, how do they know but it's all talk, and 
no better, about her being a patroness at all ? And sure 
it's only the Pope's word we have for that, when it's not 
in the Bible. If the Blessed Virgin is not a bit more of a 
patroness, and hasn't a baud's turn more to do for her 
clients, when she is made special patroness, sure it's all 
humbug the Pope writing over to make her special pa- 
troness. And if she has more to do for them, when the 
Pope has put it on her, who's the fool to believe that 
the Queen of Heaven, if she be the Queen of Heaven, 
could be ordered about, and have more work put on her 
by the Pope, without so much as a ' by jrour leave' ? It's 
making too free with her entirely, so it is, if the Pope 
believes only the half of what he says about her. It's 
enough to make us see the way we are made fools of, in 
trusting to the Pope's word, and his letters, about pa- 
trons." 

" But, Pat," said Jem, " tell me this, anyway ; what 
will the people in all the other dioceses say when thev 
see the march that was stole on them, and how the MeatL 
people was up early enough to get the Blessed Virgin, 
conceived without sin. to themselves, before another could 
get a chance at her." 

"Why, then, Jem," said Pat, " if they have any 
sense, isn't it proud they will be, that the Pope didn't 
go for to make fools ol them, when he was up to his 
work." 

"Well, Pat," said Jem, "it will be the proud day 
for Ireland when the people can't bo made fools of, 
with things that no man with sense can believe, in what 
concerns their souls. But when wilt that day come at 
all?" 

" When every man has his own Bible in his own hand, 
Jem," said Pat ; "that's the day, and none other." 
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DUBLIN, AUGUST 16, 1855. 

We have so frequently alluded in our pages to 
the works of St. Alphonsus Liguori as a fair 
specimen of the views of modern Eomanism, 
that we are not sorry to be able to corroborate 
our views by giving our readers the following 
extract from the Tablet of llth August instant, 
which satisfactorily proves that we have not ex- 
aggerated or misrepresented the true position of 
St. Liguori among the saints of Rome : — 

" A correspondent enables us to give an outline of the 
Eev. H. Marshall's sermon at Clapham on the Feast of 
St. Alphonsus. That in the morning was preached by 
the Bishop of Southwark. Mr. Marshall's discourse was 
divided into throe parts. In the first he dwelt on the 
mercies of God, showing for what purposes saints were 
sent into the world, and that each had his own peculiar 
work allotted him. After panegyrising other jgreat 
saints he came to St. Alphonsus, who, he said, was 
emphatically The Saint of modem times. He spoke of 
him as the founder of the Congregation of the Most 
Holy Redeemer, and replied to the arguments of those 
who preferred the active to thj contemplative orders. 
They know not (said the Bev. preacher) from whence 
many of the graces we continually receive come to us ; 
they think not of the pains in purgatory, which are 
shortened by the prayers of these holy contemplatires. 



